
English Language Arts 30-2
Mayerthorpe Jr. Sr. High School

Course Outline 2021-2022

Instructor:  Mr. Ed Schalm
Room: 112
Telephone: 780 786 2624 (school)
E-mail: edward.schalm@ngps.ca

Google Classroom Code:

ELA Course Description
The aim of the English Language Arts program is to enable each student to understand

and appreciate language, and to use it confidently and competently in a variety of situations for
communication, personal satisfaction, and learning.

Communication is essential because each person has the right to be understood by
others.  Expressing yourself appropriately is half of the process of communication:  being able to
listen with understanding is the other half.

RESOURCES/TEXTS/SUPPLIES
1. Novel Study: TBD (Jurassic Park or To Kill Mockingbird
2. Modern Play: Death of a Salesman
3. TBA Film(s)/Documentaries
4. Teacher Provided Resources

MATERIALS
Students are required to bring to each class:

● binder with lined paper
● writing utensil (blue or black pen, or pencil)
● assigned textbook

Upon arrival, any other supplies will be listed on the board and must be obtained immediately
from their lockers.

Important Dates!
- Diploma Exam Part A: Writing - Tuesday January 9, 2023
- Diploma Exam Part B: Reading - Tuesday January 23, 2023
- Final Day of Classes for the Winter Semester - January 20, 2023

Welcome to English 30-2! This will be your final English course at the high
school level! As you know, this course is required to attain your high
school diploma. Therefore, it is essential that you begin from the first day
with your best effort. English 30-2 will be challenging, but I hope it will also
be rewarding. My role is to help you achieve success in this course. If you
are experiencing any difficulty, please make sure you speak to me during or
after class. I am always available for extra help!
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Program rationale: The fundamental purpose of this course is to assist
students to acquire the skills, attitudes, and knowledge they will need to
meet the everyday requirements of life.

- Students experience English language learning through listening,
speaking, reading, writing, viewing and representing.

- A major focus will be placed in the areas of reading comprehension
and writing that includes personal response to text, persuasive
writing and visual reflection.

- Multiple opportunities will also be provided to view and present
student work.

General Objectives:
- Students will prepare for entering the workforce or post secondary

institutions.
- Students will develop and extend language learning through a study

of integrated thematic and genre units.
- Students will construct meaning from text and context.
- Students will review and evaluate research resources, processes and

findings.
- Students will access, use and communicate information from a

variety of technologies.
- Students will respond critically and personally to literary and media

texts.

English 30-2 is divided into the following units:

Unit 1: Short Story (Relationships & Conflict theme)
- Students will explore the topic of relationships and conflict and will

develop themes and supporting ideas for each literary piece
- Students will examine the structure and technique of the short story

genre.
- Students will examine a variety of visuals and how they are often an

effective tool used to evoke ideas and impressions.
- Students will demonstrate their ability to form ideas and impressions

from short stories and visuals and to express them.

Unit 2: Modern Drama – “Death of A Salesman”
- Students will explore the theme of family relationships through a

study of the modern play.
- Students will demonstrate an understanding of the elements of the

play.
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Unit 3: Novel Study – “Night”
- Students will demonstrate proficiency in listening, speaking, reading,

writing, viewing and representing as it relates to the novel.
- Students will experience a humanities approach to the novel to attain

better understanding of this novel in its context and its applicability
to contemporary society.

- Students will demonstrate knowledge of the writing process, writing
approaches, content and style in analysis and composition of
essays.

Unit 4: Media/Film Study  (TBD)
- Students will explore film and media techniques and the general

theme of justice through the study of this film.
- Students will consider communication through various forms of

media.
- Students will reexamine the structure and technique of a variety of

genres including short stories, poems, and essays.

STUDENT ASSESSMENT:

Assessment for Learning (Formative Assessment) is a systematic process of collecting
information or evidence about student learning and is not assigned a grade/mark for the report
card. Assessment of Learning (Summative Assessment) the judgment we make about the
assessments of student learning based on established criteria and a mark/grade is recorded for
the report card. The purpose of assessment is to improve student learning. This means that
judgments of student performance must be criterion-referenced so that descriptive feedback can
be given that includes clearly expressed next steps for improvement. Tools of varying complexity
are used by the teacher to facilitate this. For the more complex evaluations, the criteria are
incorporated into a rubric where levels of performance for each criterion are stated in language
that can be understood by students. Where possible, students will be engaged in their own
assessment through self-reflection and the construction of rubrics

Assessment is embedded within the instructional process throughout each unit rather than being
an isolated event at the end. Often, the learning and assessment tasks are the same, with
formative assessment provided throughout the unit. In every case, the desired demonstration of
learning is articulated clearly and the learning activity is planned to make that demonstration
possible. This process of beginning with the end in mind helps to keep focus on the expectations
of the course curriculum outcomes. The evaluations are expressed as a percentage/mark/grade
based upon levels of achievement.

GRADE DETERMINATION:
Term grade determination: Grade will be based upon evaluations conducted throughout the
course. This portion of the grade will reflect the student's most consistent level of achievement
throughout the course, although special consideration will be given to more recent evidence of
achievement.
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Final grade determination: Grade will be based on the accumulation of term grade evidence
and a final examination administered at the end of the course (this exam will be based on an
evaluation of all units of the course).  This grade will reflect the student's most consistent level of
achievement throughout the course, although special consideration will be given to more recent
evidence of achievement.

Grade Breakdown:
- Term Grade

- Essays and Projects = 40%
- In Class Assignments = 25%
- Exams and Quizzes = 35%

- Final Grade
- Term Grade = 70%
- Diploma Exam = 30%

Statement Regarding Bus Days (I.E Days where regular student bussing is interrupted):
● Sr.High Only: In the event of buses not running; I will run a drop in google

scheduled during regular time. This will be time to ask questions , clarify
concepts, work on assignments, have group discussions, etc. No new material
covered but dependent on the frequency of this situation this could change.
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EXPECTATIONS OF THE STUDENT:
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