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OVERVIEW 
 
Grade 8 students will examine issues related to contact between societies with differing 
worldviews. They will explore elements of worldviews and how these views are expressed by 
people living in different times and in different places. Through this inquiry, students will reflect 
on their own worldviews and assess the influence that the past has had on the present. 
Examples will be drawn from Japan, Renaissance Europe and Spanish and Aztec societies. 
 
Education in Alberta aims to honour cultural diversity and promote intercultural understanding. 
Students are able to build on foundational knowledge about First Nations, Metis and Inuit 
peoples. The program of studies provides opportunities for students to develop a knowledge 
and understanding of, and respect for, the histories, cultures, languages, contributions, 
perspectives, experiences and contemporary contexts of First Nations, Metis and Inuit. 
 
 
RATIONALE 
  
Grade 8 students will learn how intercultural contact between societies leads to significant 
change and alters each society’s worldview. 
 
Google Classroom:  
We will be using google classroom in Social Studies 8 this year. Parents are welcome to add 
the course to follow along with what is happening in class. The codes for each Social Studies 8 
section are as follows:  

Social 8-1: 60sx30n 
 
Social 8-2: 2f9kqg 

 
RESOURCES/TEXTS/SUPPLIES 
 

1. Textbook:  Our Worldviews: Explore, Understand, Connect  
2. Teacher Provided Resources  
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MATERIALS 
 
Students are required to bring to each class: 
 

● binder with lined paper 
● writing utensil (blue or black pen, or pencil) 
● assigned textbook  

 
. 
Outcomes & Assessments: 
 
There are three major sections in Social Studies 8. The specific outcomes for each section are 
outlined below. Each unit will include a variety of formative and summative assessments, 
as well as chapter exams. The approximate unit dates are also included.  
 
Topic 1: Origins of a Western 
Worldview: Renaissance Europe 

Approximate Dates: September - December 
 
 

Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how the exchange of ideas and 
knowledge contributed to shaping the worldview of the Western world. 
 
Students will: 

appreciate how Renaissance Europe formed the basis for the worldview of the Western 
world.  
demonstrate the willingness to consider differing beliefs, values, and worldviews. 
recognize how beliefs and values are shaped by time, geographic location and societal 
context. 
critically examine the factors that shaped the worldview evolving in western Europe 
during the Renaissance through exploration and reflection 

Topic 2: From Isolation to 
Adaptation: Japan 
 

Approximate Dates: December - March  

Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the ways in which beliefs, 
values, and knowledge shape worldviews and contribute to a society’s isolation or adaptation. 
 
Students will: 

appreciate the roles of time and geographic location in shaping a society’s worldview. 
appreciate how a society’s worldview can foster the choice to remain an isolated society. 
appreciate how models of governance and decision making reflect a society’s worldview. 
analyze the effects of cultural isolation during the Edo period through exploration and 
reflection 
analyze the effects that rapid adaptation had on traditionally isolated Japan during the 
Meiji period through exploration and reflection 

2 



Topic 3: Worldviews in Conflict: The 
Spanish and the Aztecs 
 

Approximate Dates: March - June  

Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how intercultural contact affects 
the worldviews of societies. 
 
Students will: 

appreciate how a society’s worldview influences the society’s choices, decisions, and 
interactions with other societies. 
appreciate how Aztec and Spanish identities and worldviews were affected by 
intercultural contact. 
appreciate and recognize how rapid adaptation can radically change a society’s beliefs, 
values, and knowledge 
critically assess how the Aztecs were affected by the Spanish worldview through 
exploration and reflection 

 
 
COURSE EVALUATION: 
 
Minor Assignments 20% 
Major Assignments  35% 
Tests and Quizzes 25% 
Final Exam 20% 
 
 
STUDENT ASSESSMENT: 
 
Assessment: Assessments will fall under two categories: formative assessment and summative 
assessment. 
 
Formative assessment (assessment FOR learning) allows the teacher to provide feedback 
and monitor students’ understanding of course content so that lessons can be planned 
accordingly.  Formative assessments also allow students to practice and master important skills 
that will be required to complete summative assessments.  These assignments will not be given 
a ‘mark’ and so will not affect the course mark but must still be completed to enhance 
understanding and mastery of key outcomes in this course. Consider these assessments a 
chance to practice, take risks, and receive valuable feedback from your peers and teacher. 

Summative assessment (assessment OF learning) evaluates whether a student has met the 
objectives in the program of studies.  These assignments will be given a mark and will affect the 
course mark that will appear on grade reports. Major summative assessments in this class are 
absolutely essential in demonstrating that you have achieved success in the various areas of 
the curriculum.  
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GRADE DETERMINATION: 
 
Term grade determination: Grade will be based upon evaluations conducted throughout the 
course. This portion of the grade will reflect the student's most consistent level of achievement 
throughout the course, although special consideration will be given to more recent evidence of 
achievement. 
 
Final grade determination: Grade will be based on the accumulation of term grade evidence 
and a final examination administered at the end of the course (this exam will be based on an 
evaluation of all units of the course).  This grade will reflect the student's most consistent level of 
achievement throughout the course, although special consideration will be given to more recent 
evidence of achievement.  
 
 

 
  

4 



EXPECTATIONS OF THE STUDENT: 
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